
An Arctic Adventure 18 Grades K-2

Age: K - 2

Setting: Classroom

Standards: Environment and Ecology:  4.2.4A(3), 4.3.4A(1), 4.3.4C(1), 4.6.4A(2,9,10), 4.8.4A(2),
4.8.4B(2), 4.8.4C(1,2)
Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening: 1.2.3A(2, 3), 1.3.3A, B, E, F, 1.6.3A, B(1-5), D(2-4), E,
1.7.3B

Objectives: Students will be able to:
• Recall information about the Arctic

• Discover cultures of the people in the Arctic (Lapps and Inuit)

• Compare the similiarities and differences between the cultures of the people in the Arctic
and the culture in which they live.

Overview: Students will relate to a story and recall information they have learned about the Eskimos from
the story.  Students will use information from text and photographs to compare the similiarities
and differences of the Arctic people.
Materials referenced from:

A Unit About the Arctic and Antartica by Bob DeWeese and  JoEllen Moore.

Materials: Eskimo Boy:  Life in an Inupiaq Eskimo Village by Russ Kendall
Other reference books on the Eskimo/Inuit people (see reference list on pages 47-48)
Map Pencils
Chart Paper/Board Markers
Chalk Crayons
Who Lives at the Poles? (page 20) Eskimo/Lapp handout (page 21)
Optional: Clothing - Historical Aid handouts (pages 22-24)

Procedure:
1. Bring students to reading area on the floor.
2. Introduce the book to them.  Read the title and author.  Have them look at the cover and

make predictions in the story.
3. Read the story.
4. Lead your students in a discussion of the book.  Students will recall information they have

learned about the Eskimo people from the story.
5. Write the information in phrase form on the chalkboard or on chart paper.

-where does Norman live?
-describe what winter is like
-how do they keep warm?
-what is Norman’s school like?
-what is summertime like?

6. Analyze the pictures in the story carefully.  What else can you learn about the people just
from the pictures?  Add this information to your list.

(continued on page 19)
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(continued from page 18)

7. Use the information on the list to compare the Eskimos to themselves.  Have students think about all the ways
their own lives are similar to Norman’s.  Then have them think about all of the ways their lives are different
from Norman’s life.

8. Create a Venn diagram with your students.
9. As a conclusion, students will learn some of the Eskimo language.

aniu = snow Inupiaq =  real people mazaq = sun
nanuq = polar bear umiaq = large boat ini = sod or wood house
uniat = dog sled qimugum = dog

10. Have students write these words (with the English meaning) in their vocabulary lists to be used during the unit
study.

11. Students will draw and color pictures of the Eskimos to include settings and people to be displayed during the
unit study.

Assessment:
Students will recall information aloud from the story and compare it to their own life by creating a class Venn
diagram.  The teacher will assess knowledge gained through student art work of an Eskimo’s life.
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